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concept under PCT Ruls 13.1. In order for all inventions fo be examinad, the appropriate additional examination fee must be pald.

Group |: Claims 1-11 are directed toward a control apparatus for a manlpulator including a plurality of bendabla portions.
Groug |I: Claims 12-15 are directed toward an endoseopic systermn comprising at least three degrees of freedom.

The inverklons listed as Groups |-Il do not relate to a single genars! inventiva concept under PCT Rule 13,1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the sama or corresponding special technicat features for the following reasons:

The special technical features of Group | includs a plurstity of drive sources that apply driva foroes to driving-force transmitting
mechanisms; an oparation signal based on an amount of operation of an oparating portion; and a mavement-mode selecting unit that
outputs the driving amounts output by one of the driving-amount calcutators on the basls of an input signal from movement-mode input
unit, which are not present in Group .

The special technical features of Group |l include a manipulator having at least three degrees ¢f freadom; controlling movement of the
manipulator through the at least three degrees of freedom having two Input units; selecting one of 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 movement modes; an
oparalion signal based on a linear pararmeter from an operator, and driving the manipulator it a motion thraugh at least one of tha at
least three degrees of freedom, which ara not present in Group I.
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with a procedure that is being carmried out; paragraph [0056]); an operation-amount input unit adapted for generating an operation signal
(an adjustment signal configured to drive an adjustment unit based on an increase/decrease information to adjust tensile force;
paragraphs [0007]-[0008}}; and a calculating device configured to calculate driving amounts for driving the manipulator (contrel unit
calculates a drive amount of the linear actuator; paragraph [0058]).
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Groups I-1l lack unity.
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